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Hagan unveils legislation aimed at drastic reductions in mercury levels throughout Ohio

Ohio initiative part of a broader regional effort with 5 other Midwestern states

(Columbus)—State Senator Robert Hagan (D-Youngstown) today announced the planned introduction of legislation aimed at curbing the use of mercury in products sold and marketed in Ohio and reducing mercury emissions from Ohio power plants.  As a member of the National Conference of Environmental Legislators, Senator Hagan was joined by legislators from Iowa, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin each holding press conferences at their respective state capitols today to announce the cooperative effort to find a solution to a toxic regional problem.

“Ohio cannot address the mercury problem alone,” Senator Hagan said. “By coordinating our efforts, Midwestern states can send a message to policy-makers in Washington that we need a nationwide solution to curb the damaging effects that mercury contamination poses to our environment.”

Senator Hagan’s first piece of legislation calls to control the use of mercury in consumer goods through notification requirements between manufacturers and either the Ohio Department of Health or the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.  

“The use of mercury should only be limited to products whose use of mercury is essential.  Overuse of mercury in common household goods ultimately leads to improper disposal,” Senator Hagan said.

The second legislative initiative will follow legislation recently enacted in Connecticut that requires drastic reductions in mercury emission from coal-fired power plants in Ohio over the next decade.  These plants account for about 40 percent of all human-produced mercury emissions, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates.  Emissions from coal-fired power plants and waste from large industry is largely responsible for mercury contaminants found in our nation’s waterways.  

“Ohio’s current efforts to educate the public about mercury fall short.  We need to assure that all anglers and the public are well informed about the hazards of mercury contamination in fish, whether caught in a river or bought at the supermarket,” Ohio Environmental Council spokesperson Jack Shaner said.
“The U.S. EPA recently estimated that 630,000 infants are born each year with higher than normal blood mercury levels, yet this same agency says it probably will not control mercury from power plants as a toxic pollutant.  Its time for Bush Administration to stop bowing before the altar of special interest and start protecting the nation’s environment and the public,” Senator Hagan said.

“The Ohio Public Interest Research Group applauds Senator Hagan’s efforts in the legislature to reduce the level of mercury contaminants by requiring use of the best available technology currently available to energy producers,” OPIRG spokesperson Erin Bowser said.
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Editor’s Note: Fact sheet on Mercury attached.

Mercury Facts 

· Mercury is the most pervasive pollutant in the Great Lakes region.
(National Wildlife Federation)


· Mercury is a persistent, bio-accumulative toxin that poses a significant risk to human health, wildlife and the environment. (DECEMBER 2002 UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL MERCURY ASSESSMENT REPORT)


· Mercury levels have increased in the atmosphere and surface water 3-to-5 fold over the past century due to human activities. (DECEMBER 2002 UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL MERCURY ASSESSMENT REPORT)

· In 2003, 44 States and Territories issued health advisories that warned the public about consuming mercury-tainted fish, as compared to 27 states that issued such advisories in 1993.


· Mercury releases into the environment have resulted from various human activities, including fossil fuel burning, and in particular coal fired power plants.  Coal-fired power plants account for 41% of the mercury released into the environment IN THE U.S. (Source: U.S. EPA)


· In December 2003, The US EPA announced that it probably would NOT control mercury from power plants as a toxic pollutant under the Clean Air Act, which could yield up to a 90% reduction.  This went against an EPA working group's agreement that, without settling on specific emission reductions, all 1,100 of the nation's coal- and oil-fired power plants must use the "maximum achievable control technology" (MACT) to reduce mercury and other hazardous pollutants. The panel had a well-regarded mix of utility industry representatives, state air quality officials and environmentalists. (New York Times, 12/30/03)


· Medical, municipal, sludge, cement kilns and hazardous waste incinerators; iron and steel mills; mining operations; mercury cell chlor-alkali plants; medical and municipal solid waste; industrial processes, product and device uses, hazardous waste sites; and municipal landfills, have contributed to the contamination of virtually every body of water in the United States, as well as the world’s oceans.

· The latest findings from the Centers for Disease Control indicate that 1 in 12 women of childbearing age have unsafe mercury levels, translating into over 400,000 babies born at risk in the U.S. each year.


· Freshwater and saltwater fish caught and/or sold in United States are contaminated with methyl-mercury, a toxic element that may cause neurological damage and other health-related problems.


· According to the 1997 Mercury Study Report to Congress, the following fish exceeded the Food and Drug Administration's "action level" limit of 1 part per million mercury: tilefish, king mackerel, shark, swordfish, tuna, lobster, red snapper, and trout freshwater and saltwater, freshwater bass, bluefish, bluegills, catfish, crappie, groupers, hake, halibut, northern pike, walleye, largemouth bass, pompano, snook, sunfish, and other finfish.


· The Food and Drug Administration advises pregnant women and women of childbearing age to not eat shark, king mackerel, tilefish and swordfish and to limit consumption of all other fish to 12 ounces per week. Other persons are advised to limit their consumption of shark and swordfish to no more than seven (7) ounces per week.  FDA also notes that white albacore canned tuna and fresh tuna have much higher mercury levels than light canned tuna. 


· The Environmental Protection Agency recommends that women who are pregnant or who may become pregnant, nursing mothers and young children limit fish consumption to one eight (8) ounce meal per week for adults and one three (3) ounce meal for young children per week.


· Eleven states warn pregnant women and young children to limit consumption of canned tuna, the most consumed fish in the United States, to one or two cans per week and Rhode Island warns pregnant women and children to avoid consumption of white albacore canned tuna. 


· Health advisory information on mercury-contaminated fish, which is necessary to protect public health, is not widely known nor widely disseminated by the state or federal government, potentially threatening many consumers who may unknowingly ingest harmful amounts of mercury from freshwater fish and seafood. FDA estimates that between 30 percent and 50 percent of women of childbearing age in the US are not aware of exposure risks from consumption of mercury-contaminated fish.

