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State Legislators Work Together to Limit Mercury Pollution in the Great Lakes/Midwest Region 

Washington, DC [February 4, 2004] - Today, state legislators from the Midwest/Great Lakes region announced a new regional effort to reduce toxic mercury pollution from coal-burning electrical power plants and other sources.  

The lawmakers said they were introducing proposed new state legislation because of the failure of the federal government to take effective action against the toxin, which threatens the brains of babies and developing fetuses. 

Representatives and Senators from Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin who participate in the National Caucus of Environmental Legislators (NCEL) have been working together to address the shared regional problems caused by mercury pollution.  Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin announced the new initiative in their respective state capitols. 

“Today, NCEL colleagues in the Midwest and beyond are working to limit the damaging effects that mercury pollution has on our citizens and the environment,” said Jane Krentz, NCEL Midwest Coordinator and former Minnesota State Senator. “Acting regionally, we can send a collective message to Washington that state policymakers are concerned about protecting the environment and the health of our constituents.”

Mercury is the most pervasive pollutant in the Great Lakes and all the state public health departments in the region have issued fish consumption advisories.  Mercury, especially from coal-fired power plants, settles into lakes, rivers, and oceans and contaminates fish that humans then eat.  Mercury from coal-fired power plants accounts for nearly one-third of mercury released.

The legislators’ efforts are highlighted in over a dozen new pieces of legislation aimed at lessening the amount of human-caused mercury in the environment ranging from controlling emissions from coal-fired power plants to banning the sale and use of mercury containing products.

State legislation focusing on all manners of mercury control is important, according to NCEL Chairman, Maryland Delegate Jim Hubbard.  

"If the federal government is not going to act to control mercury as a hazardous pollutant, as required under the Clean Air Act, then state legislators must step in to protect their constituents,” said Hubbard referring to the US EPA’s recent statement that it probably would not regulate mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants as a hazardous pollutant, a decision which Hubbard said would be a violation of the Clean Air Act.  

“In addition to the Midwest legislation, legislators all over the country are joining me in introducing legislation to reduce mercury pollution," Hubbard said.

Mercury is a neurotoxin that accumulates in humans through the food chain and can damage the brains of developing fetuses and babies.  In December 2003, the United States Environmental Protection Agency and Food and Drug Administration cautioned pregnant women, nursing mothers and young children to limit the amount of tuna they eat because they could be exposed to unsafe levels of mercury.

NCEL is a national non-partisan organization of state legislators who are committed to protecting the environment.  
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