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DEM LEGISLATORS UNVEIL MICHIGAN MERCURY INITIATIVE

 Regional press conferences address multi-state mercury pollution


LANSING – As part of a bipartisan, multi-state press conference, House Democrats today unveiled the Michigan Mercury Legislation Initiative to protect Michigan families from the dangers associated with mercury.  The initiative, a multi-bill legislative package, is part of a concerted effort to find regional solutions to a regional toxic mercury problem.  State Representatives Alexander Lipsey (D-Kalamazoo), Jack Minore (D-Flint), Julie Dennis (D-Muskegon), Paul Gieleghem (D-Clinton Twp.), Kathleen Law (D-Gibraltar),  Chris Kolb (D-Ann Arbor), and  State Senator Liz Brater (D-Ann Arbor) were joined by colleagues in neighboring states who held press conferences today addressing the Great Lakes’ most pervasive pollutant, mercury. 


“Michigan families need protection from this toxin that contaminates our freshwater fish and can harm the health of consumers,” Minore said. “By acting together, we can send a collective message to Washington that state policymakers are seeking to eliminate the threat of mercury pollution.” 


Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that attacks the body’s central nervous system, damaging or destroying tissues including those in the brain. These neurotoxic effects are particularly harmful to children, delaying early development, and can include behavior changes, seizures, as well as wide range of effects, including death.  The Centers for Disease Control indicate that 1 in 12 women of childbearing age have unsafe mercury levels, resulting in more than 400,000 babies born at risk in the U.S. each year.
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“Developing similar legislative ideas and working together to address the devastating effects of mercury pollution allows us to tackle the problem as a whole and not just hope that the federal government or each state eventually does the right thing,” Lipsey said.  “It is crucial that we work together on this initiative to eliminate this threat in Michigan,” 


Currently Michigan law bans the sale of mercury thermometers and has instituted a plan to phase out the use of mercury in schools.  Additionally, the state requires specific waste management practices for businesses using and disposing of products containing mercury.  The Mercury Legislation Initiative further protects Michigan consumers by working with businesses and industries to phase out and seek alternatives to the nonessential use of mercury in manufacturing various products including toys, games, cosmetics, and apparel.   Under the legislation, Michigan would also work with businesses and households to ensure the proper disposal of mercury.  


Some components of the initiative would include labeling all products that contain mercury, informing consumers on the proper disposal of such products, and requiring the removal of mercury parts and switches before the disposal or destruction of products and buildings.  Recently, Michigan automakers have voluntarily begun to phase out the non-essential use of mercury in many of their components, and Representatives Lipsey, Minore, Dennis, Law, Kolb and Gieleghem said they plan to continue working with automakers to find additional ways to end the nonessential use of mercury in manufacturing.

 
“Many Michigan residents are unaware of the health risks associated with mercury,” Dennis said.  “This initiative will not only lessen those risks, but also inform consumers of the critical role they play in protecting their own families from the harmful effects of mercury.”
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