FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

  Contact:

  January 22, 2004




Rep. Cynthia Thielen

  (586-6480)

  
NET ENERGY METERING POLICY TO INCLUDE WAVE ENERGY

  
Rep. Cynthia Thielen (R. Kailua, Kaneohe Bay) introduced legislation, which passed First Reading today, to expand the state's net energy metering policy to include wave energy.  This was stimulated by the first wave energy project initiated by the military, which is currently underway.  Marine Corps Base Hawaii at Kaneohe Bay is installing an energy generating ocean buoy facility to generate electricity from wave energy.

  
Rep. Thielen, the primary supporter of the legislation, declared:

  
"In 2001, Act 272 established goals for electric utility companies in implementing renewable portfolio standards by including a minimum percentage of renewable energy resources within an overall resource portfolio and enabling qualified customer-generators to utilize net energy metering.  It is anticipated that the energy generated at the ocean buoy facility at Kaneohe may equal six hundred kilowatts generating capacity upon full development.  The purpose of this Act is to ensure that wave energy generating facilities presently being developed qualify for net energy metering and to increase the capacity that an eligible customer-generator can produce."

  
Rep. Thielen pointed out that, although the facility will not produce excess energy immediately, this pioneering effort will eventually produce surplus energy.  

  
Rep. Thielen further stated that the development of wave energy in Hawaii could help alleviate a significant financial burden on our citizens, as Hawaii pays twice the national average per kilowatt-hour for electricity.

 Also, because Hawaii currently gets 78% of its power from oil, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources will diminish Hawaii’s reliance on the importation of foreign oil and the use of fossil fuels.

  Kymberly Pine, Director

  Minority Research Office

  Hawaii House of Representatives

  415 South Beretania Street, Room 447

  Honolulu, HI 96813

  (808) 586-7033

  (808) 586-7037 fax

