For Immediate Release - December 11, 2003


Contact:  Alice Raab, 518-455-5828

Latest “Where Will the Garbage Go” Report Released by the 

NYS Legislative Commission on Solid Waste Management 

Assemblymember William Colton (D-Brooklyn) Chair of the Assembly Legislative Commission on Solid Waste Management announced the release of the latest edition of  Where Will the Garbage Go? 2002, the Commission’s annual summary of municipal solid waste (MSW) management in the State.  Colton noted that recent changes in New York City’s solid waste management program have significantly changed the State’s profile.

Colton said “Solid waste management in New York City has undergone dramatic changes over the past few years with out-of-state waste transport and disposal replacing in-City municipal waste disposal, due to closure of the Fresh Kills landfill.”  Colton also noted, “Furthermore, recent changes in New York City’s recycling program are having impacts that, although not yet revealed in this Report, will be evident in future reports.  Many localities across this state and nation watch closely to see how the City addresses difficult issues in pursuit of a more environmentally sound and efficient solid waste management program.”  He added, “Hopefully, the Big Apple will ultimately deliver a first-rate example.”

Findings of the Report include a decrease of nearly a million tons of municipal waste disposed in landfills in New York State during 2001.  This was largely attributable to New York City’s conclusion of municipal waste disposal at the Fresh Kills in March 2001.  The landfilling decrease, however, was more than offset by the significant increases in the amounts of materials recycled and waste exported.

Key findings of Where Will the Garbage Go? 2002 include

( The recycled portion of MSW identified in 2001 was 7.4 million tons, representing 29.8% of the total waste stream, an increase of 370,000 tons from 2000.  

( Waste exports to other states increased by 1.3 million tons to 7.1 million in 2001.  This was primarily attributable to the final diversion of waste from New York City’s Fresh Kills landfill, where 1.3 million tons less of solid waste were disposed in the year 2001 than in 2000.

( Waste disposed at the 28 operating MSW landfills in New York State during 2001 totaled 6.6 million tons, a decrease of 960,000 tons from the previous year, which accounted for 26.7 percent of the total waste stream.

( Generation of MSW in New York State was 24.8 million tons in 2001, which was 740,000 tons, or 3.1 percent, higher than the amount generated in 2000.

Copies of Where Will the Garbage Go? 2002 are available free of charge:  call the Solid Waste Commission (518-455-3711); or go to  http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/,  click on “Committees, Commissions and Task Forces,” scroll to Commission listings and click on Solid Waste Management “Updates” to link to this report or other Commission publications.

                                                                          - 30 -

