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December 22, 2008

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 


The Honorable Harry Reid 

Speaker 




Majority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives 

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20515


Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable John Boehner


The Honorable Mitch McConnell

House Republican Leader


Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives

United States Senate

Washington, DC  20515


Washington, DC  20510

Dear Madam Speaker, Senator Reid, Representative Boehner, and Senator McConnell,
As you move forward with an economic recovery package for our nation, my colleagues and I, who are members of the National Caucus of Environmental Legislators from the Great Lakes states, strongly urge that you include funding that will protect and promote jobs by restoring and protecting one of our most important natural resources - the Great Lakes. In particular, we urge you to provide funding for the Great Lakes Legacy Act, the Clean Water State Revolving Fund, and the Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act. These investments will put people to work cleaning up toxic sediments in our region’s rivers and harbors, ending decades of sewer overflows into 95 percent of our nation’s fresh surface water, and restoring hundreds of acres of vital wetlands and habitat.

Since 2002, cleanups funded under the Great Lakes Legacy Act have removed nearly a million cubic yards of toxic sediments from rivers and harbors in the Great Lakes. These cleanups-a priority under the Great Lakes Regional Collaboration plan-are creating thousands of jobs and opportunities for additional economic development in Detroit, Cleveland, Milwaukee, Buffalo, Gary, Duluth and other Midwest urban areas. By investing $262.0 million in 2009 and an additional $240.0 million in 2010 for toxic sediment cleanup projects, which were identified by our states, we can put thousands of people to work in struggling urban areas throughout our region. According to our state agencies, these projects are ready to go and spending these funds can immediately begin to create jobs and economic activity in our region, with lasting impacts.

Another job-generating opportunity is investing in the Clean Water State Revolving Fund. By investing in clean water infrastructure, we can put people to work tackling an important challenge of our times: aging water infrastructure and associated environmental, public health, and economic costs. It is estimated that for each $1 billion invested in clean water infrastructure, 47,000 jobs are generated. We recommend that the recovery package invest $10 billion in the Clean Water State Revolving Fund, resulting in 470,000 jobs nationally. In the Great Lakes region alone, a $10 billion national investment translates into $3.7 billion for the region and over 170,000 jobs that can establish a modern and environmentally sound water infrastructure system.

The negative economic impacts of aging infrastructure are well documented throughout the region and nation: from sewage-related closures every summer at Great Lakes beaches and water-borne illnesses and deaths to road damage, such as sinkholes caused by breaking water infrastructure. Old and ailing waste water treatment facilities are the cause of more than 23 billion gallons of raw sewage entering the Great Lakes in 2006. Stresses on our aging infrastructure are further compounded-until Congress acts-by reduced stream and wetland protections under the Clean Water Act as a result of recent Supreme Court decisions, further taxing water infrastructure that must compensate for lost natural filtration and water storage functions, for example. Also, climate change is expected to bring heavier rains that will inundate overtaxed waste water systems and lead to increased untreated sewage overflows in the Great Lakes. Addressing all of these threats will ensure the economic vitality of the Great Lakes and the nation’s resources, which we all depend on for jobs, drinking water, and quality of life.
We also support investing in ecosystem restoration programs, such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act program, to fund wetlands and habitat projects. Restoring habitat, aquatic ecosystems, and wetlands not only can reduce the overall cost of water infrastructure projects and mitigate the environmental and economic damages from flooding, they also contribute to our state’s hunting, fishing, and wildlife watching economies. These projects will also immediately generate jobs on par with other infrastructure pursuits--a $130 million dollar investment in ready-to-go restoration projects in the Great Lakes region will generate nearly 3,000 jobs.

We look forward to Congress building economic opportunity and putting people back to work while enhancing environmental quality. Investing in clean water infrastructure, toxic sediment remediation, and habitat restoration accomplishes all three goals. We urge you to include these investments in the recovery package that Congress will consider next year.  
Sincerely,
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Karen May

Illinois State Representative – 58th District

Chair, Illinois Environmental Caucus 

And, 

Illinois State Senator Susan Garrett

District 29

Illinois State Senator Heather Steans

7th District
Illinois State Representative Barbara Flynn Currie

House Majority Leader

District 25 – Chicago
Illinois State Representative Elizabeth Coulson

District-17
Illinois State Representative Paul D. Froehlich

District 56

Illinois State Representative Greg Harris 
District 13 – Chicago
Illinois State Representative Elaine Nekritz

Vice-Chair, Energy & Environment Committee

District 57
Illinois State Representative Harry Osterman

District 14
Illinois State Representative Karen A. Yarbrough 

District-7

Indiana State Rep. Scott Pelath

Vice Chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means

District 9
Indiana State Representative Matt Pierce

Vice-Chair, Commerce, Energy, Technology and Utilities

District 61

Michigan State Senator Ray Basham

District 8

Michigan State Senator Patty Birkholz

Chair, Senate Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Committee
District 24

Michigan State Senator Liz Brater

District 18

Michigan State Representative Rebekah Warren

Chair, Great Lakes & Environment Committee

District 53
Michigan State Representative Mark Meadows

District 69

Minnesota State Senator Ann Rest 

Chair, State and Local Government Operations and Oversight Committee

District 45
Minnesota State Senator Sandy Rummel
District 53

Minnesota State Senator Katie Sieben

District 57
Minnesota State Senator Charles "Chuck" Wiger
Chair, Education Committee
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Minnesota State Representative Jim Abeler

District 48B

Minnesota State Representative Jim Davnie
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Minnesota State Representative Alice Hausman
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District-66B

Minnesota State Representative Phyllis Kahn

Chair, State Government Finance Division Committee

District 59B

Minnesota State Representative Jeremy Kalin, 

Co-chair, MN Green Jobs Task Force

District 17B
New York Assemblyman David Koon

District 135

Ohio State Representative Mike Foley

District 14

Ohio State Representative Bob Hagan

District 60

Ohio State Representative-Elect Mike Moran

District 42

Ohio State Representative Mike Skindell

District 13

Pennsylvania State Representative Dan B. Frankel

District 23, Alleghany County

Pennsylvania State Representative Patrick J. Harkins

District 1-Erie

Pennsylvania Representative Babette Josephs

District 182

Pennsylvania State Representative Barbara McIlvaine Smith

District 156

Wisconsin State Senator Mark Miller

Chair, Committee on Environment & Natural Resources

District 16
Wisconsin State Representative Spencer Black

Incoming Chair, Assembly Natural Resources Committee

District 77

Wisconsin State Representative Cory Mason

District 62

Wisconsin State Representative Jon Richards,

Chair, Assembly’s Health and Health Care Reform Committee

District 19 - Milwaukee
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