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The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye
Chairman, Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation

U.S. Senate

254 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

The Honorable Ted Stevens

Vice Chair, Committee on Commerce
Science and Transportation

U.S. Senate

205 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Dear Chairman Dingell, Representative Barton, Chairman Inouye and Senator Stevens:

I'am serving my 16th year as a Delegate in the Maryland General Assembly and I also
serve as the President of the National Caucus of Environmental Legislators. My colleagues and 1
encourage you to include Senator Diane Feinstein's amendment restricting the use of six toxic
phthalates in children's toys in the reconciled version of the House/Senate Consumer Product

Safety Commission Reform Act.

As you are aware, state legislatures in California and Washington have already acted to
ban these toxic chemicals in our children's products, and Vermont and Minnesota legislators
recently sent similar legislation to their Governors. This year, my colleagues in over a dozen
states and I have introduced legislation targeting phthalates. As we continue our efforts to
regulate harmful substances found in our children's toys and other products, we urge you to
adopt the Feinstein Amendment in the conference committee so that all children can receive the
same protection that is afforded to those in only a few states.



We are pleased this amendment contains a "savings clause” that would prevent the
federal preemption of state efforts to regulate phthalates more strictly in toys and other product
categories. We urge you to safeguard our ability as state legislators to act on emerging scientific
evidence and protect the health of our citizens. It is important that states not be preempted from

going beyond federal regulations.

As we continue the good work in states all across the country to protect our kids from
harmful chemicals, it is reassuring to know that you and your colleagues have taken a leadership
role on this issue. Too often, my colleagues serving in state legislatures find it a lonely
battlefield when working on this and other environmental health issues. Your leadership is
appreciated by my colleagues who share similar concerns for our children's health.

Please preserve the Feinstein Amendment prohibiting the use of phthalates in children's
toys and childcare articles and its savings clause when the Conference Committee takes up the
Consumer Product Safety Commission Reform Act. You will have our support and gratitude.
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Jim Marzilli
Massachusetts State Senator
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