Select State Actions to Address Climate Change
Compiled by the National Caucus of Environmental Legislators (NCEL), 2/21/08

Sources: Pew Center on Global Climate Change, Clean Cars Campaign, Original Research
States (23) with Active Climate Legislative Commissions or Executive Advisory Groups: Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona, California, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nevada, New York, North Carolina, New Mexico, Oregon, South Carolina, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin.  In 2008, state climate commission bills have been introduced in Hawaii, Idaho, Mississippi, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. (See page 2-5)
States (17) That Have Set Greenhouse Gas Emissions Targets: Arizona, California, Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Massachusetts, Maine, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington.  In 2008, legislation setting greenhouse gas emissions targets has been introduced in Arizona, Hawaii, Maryland, Massachusetts, Missouri, New York, Vermont, Virginia and Wisconsin.  Many of the bills are similar to California’s landmark law, AB32, to reduce economy-wide emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. (See page 6)

States (14) That Have Adopted or Are in the Process of Adopting California’s Automobile Emissions Standards, Which Will Include a Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standard with Model Year 2009: Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania,  Rhode Island, Vermont, and Washington.  By Executive Order, Arizona Governor Napolitano and Florida Governor Crist directed their states to begin process for adopting the standards. Colorado, Iowa, Montana and Utah reports indicate theses states may consider adopting the standards.  In 2008, legislation to adopt California style automobile emissions standards to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is being considered in Arizona, Illinois, Kentucky, Minnesota, and West Virginia.  The California standards would reduce greenhouse gas emissions from cars and trucks by 30 percent by 2016. (See page 7 for more info)
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) - States (24) Requiring Energy Companies to Procure a Certain Percentage of Their Power from Renewable Resources by a Certain Date:  Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, Nevada, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, Washington, Wisconsin.  Iowa requires 105MW from renewable energy. Missouri, North Dakota, Vermont and Virginia have renewable energy.  In 2008, bills have been introduced in Hawaii, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. (See page 7-8)
Regional Cap-and-Trade Programs: Arizona, California, New Mexico, Oregon and Washington signed a Memorandum of Understanding creating the Western Regional Climate Action Initiative. The states will form a regional cap-and-trade program addressing major industrial and commercial sources of global warming pollution. A coalition of Northeast and mid-Atlantic states, including Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York , Rhode Island, and Vermont, are also on track to limit greenhouse gases through a regional cap-and trade program called the "Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative" or RGGI. The Midwestern Regional Greenhouse Gas Reduction Accord was signed November 2007 by Governor’s of Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, as well as the Premier of the Canadian Province of Manitoba, signed the Accord as full participants; the Governors of Indiana, Ohio, and South Dakota joined the agreement as observers to participate in the development of a cap and trade system.
Source: http://www.pewclimate.org/what_s_being_done/in_the_states/regional_initiatives.cfm?preview=1 

States with Active Climate Legislative Commissions and Executive Branch Advisory Groups (Source: Pew Center on Global Climate Change)
AK: Climate Impact Assessment Commission established in May 2006 by the Legislature to assess the impacts and costs of climate change to Alaska and develop recommendations for preventative measures that can be implemented by Alaskan communities and governments.

AR: Governor's Commission on Global Warming established in April 2007 with Governor Mike Beebe's signing of HB2460. The commission will study the potential impacts of climate change on the state’s environment and economy, and then recommend a global warming pollutant reduction goal and strategies for achieving it. Commission members will include representatives from the state government as well as many groups including scientific, energy, forestry, agricultural, and environmental organizations, among others. The Commission must report its findings by November 1, 2008.

AZ: Climate Change Advisory Group established in February 2005 by executive order to produce an inventory of Arizona’s greenhouse gas emissions and develop recommendations to reduce Arizona’s ghg emissions.

CA: Climate Change Advisory Committee established in 2004 by the California Energy Commission to provide advice and recommendations on a comprehensive equitable and cost-effective climate change strategy for California.

Climate Action Team established in June 2005 by executive order to implement global warming emission reduction programs and report on the progress made toward meeting the state GHG emission reduction targets.
CT: Governor's Steering Committee on Climate Change, comprised of the chairmen and commissioners of relevant state agencies, was established in 2002 by Governor John Rowland.

FL: Energy Commission established in June 2006 by the Legislature to recommend steps and a schedule for the development of a state climate action plan through a public involvement process to reduce GHG emissions.

IA: Climate Change Advisory Council established April 2007 and to be composed of a range of Governor-appointed stakeholders, as well as members of the legislature. The council is charged with developing a range of scenarios for reductions of statewide greenhouse gas emissions, including the possibility of cutting emissions 50 percent by 2050, and recommending the best strategies for statewide emissions reductions. The council will submit its recommendations to the governor and the general assembly by January 1, 2008.

IL: Climate Change Advisory Group created in October 2006 by Governor Rod Blagojevich to consider strategies and make recommendations on how the state can best reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. The Advisory Group, which includes scientists and representatives from business, industry, and the environmental community, must present its findings and recommendations to the Governor by June 30, 2007.

MD: Climate Change Commission established in April 2007 by executive order and charged with creating a state action plan to address climate change. The Commission will assess the possible impacts of climate change; calculate Maryland’s contribution to the climate change problem; work together with various state agencies, energy providers, business leaders and other groups to develop a greenhouse gas reduction strategy; and develop a plan for reducing the state’s vulnerability to sea level rise and other effects of climate change.
MI: Climate Action Council established November 14, 2007 by Governor Jennifer Granholm via Executive Order 2007-42 to assist this state in identifying the best opportunities to mitigate and adapt to climate change, reduce costs, and foster economic growth in Michigan. (Source: NCEL)
MN: Minnesota Climate Change Advisory Group appointed in April 2007 by Governor Tim Pawlenty to develop a comprehensive set of state-level policy recommendations for reducing or sequestering greenhouse gas emissions and to identify opportunities to promote energy efficient technologies and clean, renewable energy resources that will enhance economic growth. The Advisory Group’s final report is due to the Governor and legislature by February 1, 2008.

MT: Climate Change Advisory Council established in April 2006 by the Department of Environmental Quality, as requested by Governor Brian Schweitzer, to: recommend strategies to reduce and sequester greenhouse gas emissions, promote economic growth, and develop a Climate Change Action Plan by July 2007.

NC: Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change established in September 2005 by the Legislature to: address the threats posed by global warming; determine the costs and benefits of the various mitigation strategies adopted by state and national governments; assess the state’s potential economic opportunities in emerging carbon markets; determine the desirability of a statewide greenhouse gas emission goal and make recommendations for an appropriate path forward.
NV: Climate Change Advisory Committee established in April 2007 by executive order to make recommendations to the Governor on reducing Nevada's greenhouse gas emissions.
NM: Climate Change Action Council established in June 2005 by executive order to review and provide recommendations to the Governor’s office regarding climate change policy.

Climate Change Advisory Group established in June 2005 by executive order to present a report to the Climate Change Action Council by December 2006, which will include: proposals to achieve the state GHG emissions reduction targets and associated costs and benefits; an inventory of historical and forecasted GHG emissions in New Mexico and of existing and planned GHG emission reduction actions in the state; findings on initiatives to create meaningful regional and national policy to address climate change.
NY: Recommendations made to Governor Pataki for reducing greenhouse gases by the Center for Clean Air Policy in April 2003.

OR: Climate Change Integration Group appointed in June 2006 by the Governor to track the State’s progress on greenhouse gas emission reductions, and explore new opportunities for research on the mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change in Oregon and the Pacific Northwest.

SC: Governor's Climate, Energy, and Commerce Advisory Committee established February 2007 by executive order. The committee is charged with considering the impacts of climate change on South Carolina, potential economic opportunities involved, and the costs, benefits, and feasibility of various policy strategies for addressing climate change. The committee's final action plan and policy recommendations are due to the Governor by March 2008. 

UT: Governor's Blue Ribbon Advisory Council on Climate Change established August 2006 to assess the policy options available to Utah for addressing climate change. The council will be made up of representatives from government, industry, environmental, and community groups and is charged with considering the science, economics, and policy around climate change. The council is to report its findings and recommendations to the governor in the Fall of 2007.
VT: Commission on Climate Change established in December 2005 by executive order to: examine the impacts of climate change in Vermont; produce an inventory of existing and planned actions that contribute to GHG emissions in the state; educate the public about climate change; develop, by September 2007, a Climate Action Plan including recommendations to reduce GHG emissions in Vermont.
VA: Commission on Climate Change established December 2007 by executive order that will: 1) Inventory the amount of and contributors to Virginia’s greenhouse gas emissions, and projections through 2025, 2) Evaluate expected impacts of climate change on Virginia’s natural resources, the health of its citizens, and the economy, including the industries of agriculture, forestry, tourism, and insurance, 3) Identify what Virginia needs to do to prepare for the likely consequences of climate change, 4) Identify the actions (beyond those identified in the Energy Plan) that need to be taken to achieve the 30% reduction goal, and 5) Identify climate change approaches being pursued by other states, regions and the federal government.  
WA: Washington Climate Change Challenge initiated February 2007 by executive order and directing the Washington departments of Ecology and Community, Trade and Economic Development to lead a task force composed of representatives from business, community, and environmental groups in developing strategies for how Washington can achieve its climate goals.

WI: Task Force on Global Warming created in April 2007 by executive order. The Task Force will investigate the potential economic and environmental impacts of climate change on Wisconsin and recommend possible solutions and strategies for greenhouse gas emissions reductions in the state. It will also work with other government agencies to derive an estimate of current statewide emissions. The Task Force will include members from business, industry, government, energy, and environmental organizations.   
2008 – Pending Legislation to Create Legislative Climate Commissions/Task Forces  
(Source: National Caucus of Environmental Legislators)
HI: SB2016 - Establishes the global warming task force to assess the impacts of climate warming trends on the State. 

ID: SCR128 – This resolution resolves that select state agencies work to (1)  Identify  potential  economic  growth  opportunities  associated with future regulation of greenhouse gas emissions including  avenues  for  new business opportunities in Idaho; and (2)  Identify specific steps that the state could take to develop in-state renewable  energy  resources and to develop and implement energy conservation and efficiency technologies that will  benefit  the  economy  of  the state; and (3)  Identify  other  steps that the state could take to reduce greenhouse gas emissions while enhancing our economy and taking a leadership role in addressing the effects of climate change; and (4)  Identify any  regional or national efforts that the state should participate in to work with other entities on cross-jurisdictional solutions and opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prepare for and respond to the effects of climate change.

MS: SB2860 – Creates a commission to conduct hearings and study the potential impacts that global climate change will have on Mississippi's economy, environment, natural resources, and people. By December 31, 2008, the commission shall issue a preliminary report of its findings and include in the report recommendations regarding the most effective actions that Mississippi should undertake to mitigate negative impacts related to global climate change and regarding the appropriate structure for a permanent Office of Climate Change within state government. Copies of the preliminary report shall be distributed to each member of the Legislature and the Governor and shall be made available to the public.
NJ: AB1937/SB697 – Creates a commission to prepare a report, which may include recommendations, to the Governor, the Legislature and the Dept. of Environmental Protection, concerning: a. potential impacts of the global climate change on the citizens, natural resources, and economy of the State, including agriculture, travel and tourism, recreation, and other economic sectors; b. actions taken by the federal government and by other states to address global warming; c. information on the benefits of any action taken by or within the State or other states and at the national or international levels to address global climate change; and d. plans for actions to address climate change and its impact on the State.

OH: SB128 - Create Ohio Climate Commission to study impacts of global climate change on state of Ohio.
PA: HR110 – Requires the state to establish a baseline of ghg emissions it will use to project future emissions. The Governor is then required to appoint a stakeholder group to advise the state on addressing potential impacts of global warming.
TN: SJR612 – Resolution urges the Department of Economic and Community Development and its Energy

Division and the Department of Environment and Conservation and its Bureau of Environment to collaboratively prepare a Tennessee Climate Action Plan recommending specific actions, initiatives, policies and programs to be taken to limit greenhouse gas emissions in the state.

VA: HB676/SB627 - The Commission on Climate Change (the Commission) is established as an advisory commission in the executive branch of state government. The purpose of the Commission is to study, report on, and make recommendations to mitigate the risks of climate change for the Commonwealth and to study and report on prospective greenhouse gas regulation.
WV: HB4095 - Establishes a West Virginia Global Warming Impact Assessment Commission to study the impact of global warming on the health, safety and welfare of state residents. The study would provide: 1) an assessment of the current and potential effects of global warming trends on the citizens, natural resources, public health and economy of the state; (2) An estimate of the costs to the state and its citizens of adverse effects associated with global warming; (3) An examination of measures that might prevent or mitigate the effects of flooding, erosion, drought or wildfires that might be caused or worsened by global warming; and (4) Recommendations for laws and regulations that may be warranted to minimize the adverse impacts of global warming.
State Targets for Greenhouse Gas Reductions
Existing State Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets
Source: Pew Center on Global Climate Change, Updated February 2008
AZ: 2000 levels by 2020; 50% below 2000 levels by 2040

CA: 2000 levels by 2010; 1990 levels by 2020; 80% below 1990 levels by 2050

CT: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; 75-85% below 2001 levels in the long term
FL: 2000 levels by 2017; 1990 levels by 2025; 80% below 1990 levels by 2050
HI: 1990 levels by 2020
IL: 1990 levels by 2020; 60% below 1990 levels by 2050
MA: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; 75-85% below 1990 levels in the long term

ME: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; 75-80% below 2003 levels in the long term
MN: 15% below 2005 levels by 2015; 30% below 2005 by 2025; and 80% below 2005 by 2050 

NH: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; 75-85% below 2001 levels in the long term
NJ: 1990 levels by 2020; 80% below 2006 levels by 2050

NM: 2000 levels by 2012; 10% below 2000 levels by 2020; 75% below 2000 levels by 2050

NY: 5% below 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020

OR: Stabilize by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; 75% below 1990 levels by 2050

RI: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020

VT: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; 75-85% below 2001 levels in the long term

WA: 1990 levels by 2020; 25% below 1990 levels by 2035; 50% below 1990 levels by 2050
2008 - States That Are Considering Legislation to Set Economy Wide Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets Source: National Caucus of Environmental Legislators

AZ: HB2542 – 1990 levels by 2021
HI: HB2183 - Current law requires reduction to 1990 levels by 2020. The bill would require that at least 50% of that target be reached by 2015 and 75% by 2018. 
MD: HB712/SB309 – 1990 levels by 2020 
MA: S535, S1971, S1983 - 10% below 1990 levels by 2015; 20% below 1990 levels by 2020; 85% below 1990 levels by 2050; SB2423 20% below 1990 by 2020 and 80% below by 2050
MO: HB1666/HB1842 - 1990 levels by 2022
NY: A4326 – 1990 levels by 2020; A5038 – Maximum achievable reduction in ghg by 2020; S3512 – 25% below 1990 levels by 2009 and 50% by 2034; SB4361 – For power plants, 25% below 1990 levels by 2010.
VT: SB309 – makes firm the states commitment to reduce ghg emissions by 75% below 1990 levels by 2050

VA: HB793 - 30% bellow 2005 ghg level by 2025 and 80% below 2005 levels by 2050.

WI: SB81/HB157 – 1990 levels by 2020
California Emissions Standards for Cars and Light Trucks 
States Following or In the Process of Adopting California’s Auto Emissions Standards  
Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania,  Rhode Island, Vermont, and Washington

2008 – State Legislation Introuduced in 2008 Related to Adopting California’s Standards

Source: National Caucus of Environmental Legislators & Clean Cars Campaign http://www.cleancarscampaign.org/ 
Arizona – HB2308

Illinois – HB3424/SB2238
Kentucky – HB271

Minnesota – HF863 
West Virginia – HB4133
Federal – S2555 - A bill to permit California and other States to effectively control greenhouse gas emissions from motor vehicles, and for other purposes. Would overturn EPA decision to deny California its waiver to implement greenhouse gas standard for cars and light trucks.
Global warming advisory reports/commission developed by the state in Colorado, Iowa, Montana and Utah have urged the state to consider adopting the standards.
In 2007, legislation to adopt automobile emissions standards to reduce greenhouse gas emissions was considered but did not pass in Arizona, Arkansas, Illinois, Nevada, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas.
States That Require Energy Companies to Procure a Certain Percentage of Their Power from Renewable Resources (Renewable Portfolio Standards):
Existing Standards (Source: Database of State Incentives for Renewable Energy)

AZ: 15% by 2025

CA: 20% by 2010

CO: 20% by 2020; 10% by 2020 for co-ops & large munis
CT: 23% by 2020
DC: 11% by 2022

DE: 20% by 2019 
HI: 20% by 2020

IA: 105 MW must be from renewables
IL:  25% by 2025, 75% of renewable energy must be from wind

MA: 4% by 2009 + 1% Annual Increase

MD: 9.5% by 2022
ME: 30% by 2000 (mostly hydro); 10% by 2017 goal from new renewable energy

MN: 25% by 2025, Xcel standard at 30% by 2020

MT: 15% by 2015
NH: 23% by 2025 
NJ: 22.5% by 2021

NM: 20% by 2020; 10% by 2020 for co-ops
NV: 20% by 2015

NY: 24% by 2013
NC: 12.5% by 2021; 10% by 2018 for co-ops & munis
OR: 25% by 2025 large utilities; 5-10% by 2025 for smaller utilities
PA: 18% by 2020 (Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard)

RI: 16% by 2020

TX: 5,880 MW by 2015 must be from renewables

WA: 15% by 2020

WI: Requirement varies by utility; 10% by 2015 Goal
States with Goals

ND: 10% by 2015

MO:  11% by 2020

VA: 12% by 2022

VT: Renewable Energy Meets Load Growth by 2012; 
SD: HB1123 sets a goal of 10% by 2015 and is awaiting Gov’s signature as of 2/21/08
2008 Legislation (Source: National Caucus of Environmental Legislators)
HI: HB2650 – Increases RPS to 100% by 2018

IN: HB1102 – 10% by 2018; SB295 – 25% by 2025

KS: HB 10% by 2020
KY: HB299 – directs the Governor to study and report on feasibility of RPS in Kentucky

MD: HB375/SB209 – Would accelerate existing RPS to 20% by 2022

MI: SB213 – 10% by 2015;  SB219 – 7% by 2015; SB385 – 20% by 2020

OH:  HB313/SB242 20% by 2018 - SB221 25% by 2025; HB357 22% by 2020; 

TN: HB3993/SB3990 – Would establish a committee to study adoption of an RPS for Tennessee

UT: SB173 – 25% by 2025

VA: SB446 – .3% by 2020 from small renewable sources & 16.7% from large renewable resources

WV: SB299/HB4083 – 20% by 2020
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