Statement of Michael Belliveau,
Executive Director of the Environmental Health Strategy Center
and Co-Founder of the Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Maine
Upon the signing by Governor John Baldacci of LD 1658, An Act to Protect Pregnant Women and Children from Toxic Chemicals Released into the Home
We applaud the leadership of Governor Baldacci in taking this action to protect the health of Maine children from unnecessary toxic chemicals that cause learning disabilities.  The Governor and his Administration have been steadfast in their commitment to protecting children’s health through safer alternatives to dangerous chemicals in everyday products.
The Governor and Legislature have loudly spoken - protecting the heath of Maine kids comes first, not the financial interests of the chemical industry from away.
With the signing of this bill, Maine becomes the second state in the country (after Washington state) to join the international movement to ban the toxic fire retardant known as “Deca,” one of the notorious PBDEs found to be rapidly rising in human breast milk in 1998.  Recent studies have detected Deca PBDEs in the blood of Maine people and in local peregrine falcons eggs.
We deeply appreciate the effective advocacy and support of the key legislative leaders that made this public health victory possible: the bill sponsor, House Majority Leader Hannah Pingree, lead co-sponsor Senator Dana Dow, the chairs of the Natural Resources Committee Senator John Martin and Representative Ted Koffman and outspoken Committee members Senator Phil Bartlett and Representative Bob Duchesne.  Maine firefighters were also environmental health heroes through their strong support for the bill and alternatives that don’t compromise fire safety.
LD 1658 will:
· by January 1, 2008, prohibit new uses of Deca in mattresses and home furniture, an otherwise potentially lucrative new market for toxic fire retardants;
· by January 1, 2010, phase out the largest existing use of Deca in the plastic cases of televisions (and computers) in favor of available safer alternatives; and
· authorize the Department of Environmental Protection to ban other toxic fire retardants from use in these same products if there are safer alternatives that meet high fire safety standards.
Maine’s passage of LD 1658 is nationally significant.  Nine other states have introduced similar legislation this year as state momentum builds to demand safer alternatives to the toxic fire retardant Deca, in the absence of federal leadership from the U.S. EPA and Bush Administration.
In a campaign tactics borrowed from the tobacco industry playbook, the chemical industry lied about and denied the toxic hazards of Deca, bought scientists to testify against the bill, argued for more studies to delay action, and spent an estimated $250,000 on multiple TV, radio and full-page newspaper ads, lobbying and campaign contributions in a vain effort to defeat the bill.  
In the key votes, LD 1658 passed the state Senate by a 29-5 margin and was enacted in the Maine House of Representatives on a 129-0 roll call vote.  This bill was the top legislative priority of the Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Maine, a public health coalition, and one of six priority bills for the Environmental Priorities Coalition, an alliance of environmental groups.
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