Children’s Environmental Health Legislation

Illinois

· Ban PDBE's (toxic flame retardants)

· Restrict idling times for buses and trucks

· Mercury from automobiles, proper disposal/recycling

· Precautionary Principle
· Create office of children’s environmental health within the Illinois Department of Environmental Protection
· Regulate pesticide use in and around schools
Iowa

· Restrict idling times for school buses

· Regulate pesticide application in and around schools

· Create Children's Environmental Health Advisory Council

· Proper disposal and use of arsenic treated lumber

· Biomonitoring legislation to determine level of chemical exposure in humans
Michigan

· Mercury legislation

-Prohibit the sale of blood pressure recording devices that include mercury.  

-Landfill and incinerator bans on mercury containing products, i.e., household batteries and fluorescent light bulbs. 

· Require the State DEQ to revise its pollution standards as they relate to children's exposure 
· Establish an Office of Children's Environmental Health within the DEQ.

· Smoke-free workplaces legislation, which would include bars, restaurants etc, and will protect pregnant women and children (and others) from the harmful affects of secondhand smoke.

· Steering committee on toxic mold.  Recommendations are to be made to the Legislature regarding prevention and education about the dangers associated with toxic mold. 
· Prohibit building a school on a contaminated site and require parental notification and participation
· Establish a school bus exhaust and no idling policy, to lower the chance that diesel exhaust fumes will reach children and school personnel
· Enhance state birth defect registry to look for possible environmental exposures and location in proximity to manufacturing or industrial facilities for tracking purposes
· Require relevant state departments to coordinate and make a list available on the internet of environmental and household exposures to known toxins specifically affecting pregnant mothers and children.
· Ban CCA (copper chromated arsenate) treated wood in playgrounds, schools and parks
Minnesota

· Indoor Air Quality for Schools.  Rep. Kathy Tingelstad (R-Andover) will sponsor legislation that will allow school districts to use alternative bonding to raise funds for improvements in older schools so they can meet indoor environmental health requirements.

· Environmental Justice Mapping.  Rep. Karen Clark (DFL-Minneapolis) will sponsor a bill requiring state agencies to coordinate information about health disparities with information about toxic exposure sites in the state.  Tracking this data will allow greater understanding of how environmental toxins affect health – especially the health of children, pregnant women and others who are particularly vulnerable to toxic exposures.

· Mercury.  Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick) and Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville) will sponsor bills to eliminate the release of mercury into the environment from vaccines and dental amalgam.  Mercury is a potent brain toxin, and children whose brains are still developing are most vulnerable to its effects.

Ohio

· Ban PBDE's (toxic flame retardants)

Wisconsin

· Ban PBDE’s (toxic flame retardants)

· Ban use of mercury in thermometers and thermostats, and use in schools classrooms
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