Wisconsin Language banning drilling - Passed

SECTION 3325k. 295.33 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

295.33 (4) No person may conduct drilling operations for the exploration for or production of oil or gas from if the drilling extends beneath the beds of the Great Lakes or bays or harbors that are adjacent to the Great Lakes, unless all drilling operations originate from locations above and on the landward side of the ordinary high–water mark and are conducted according to the terms of a written lease obtained from the department under, notwithstanding s. 30.20 (2) (b).

Michigan Resolution – Sponsored by Representative Julie Dennis – In Committee

House Concurrent Resolution No. 15.

A concurrent resolution to urge the Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Environmental Quality to issue no new oil and gas leases or drilling permits that would allow directional drilling under the Great Lakes.

Whereas, With the sensitive ecology of shorelands along the Great Lakes and the need to preserve the quality of these freshwater treasures, steps have been taken to put safeguards in place in the requirements for oil and gas leases and drilling permits. As new technologies emerge and because of the pressures from a marketplace that demands ever more energy, there continues to be interest in oil and gas deposits that may be under the lakes in sufficient quantities. With the ongoing interest in these resources, state officials have been reexamining this entire issue; and

Whereas, Recently, the Department of Natural Resources has completed a two-year review of the procedures to be followed to secure a lease for possible drilling under the Great Lakes. During this time, new leases have not been issued. Now, DNR-established work groups will be receiving and considering comments on the proposed revised procedures; and

Whereas, While there are a few directionally drilled Great Lakes oil and gas wells in Michigan, there are many groups and individuals who worry that, without the strongest possible safeguards, the benefits of these operations do not justify the potential risks involved. The complexities of the entire process and the damage that could result make it prudent for the state to enter into no new lease agreements or to issue no new permits for directional drilling under the Great Lakes without the most secure procedures and requirements possible; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That we urge the Department of NaturalResources and the Department of Environmental Quality to issue no new oil and gas leases or drilling permits that would allow directional drilling under the Great Lakes; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to the Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Environmental Quality.

